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PREFACE 
 

Fundamentals of Phonetics: A Practical Guide for Students was designed to be used as the primary 

text for a traditional, one-term course in phonetics. The text, along with its many exercises should 

provide students with ample opportunity to learn, and master, the basic concepts of phonetic 

transcription. The Enhanced eText version of the book has supplemental audio files that provide 

recorded versions of many of the exercises located throughout the text. Students simply select the 

hyperlink to access the audio file. In addition to the electronic audio files, the eText has several 

elements that will enhance student learning. These include: 

 

• the ability for students to add notes directly to the e-text 

• the option to bookmark sections of the e-text to easily return to marked sections later 

• clickable key terms with pop-up definitions to enhance comprehension 

• the ability to print individual pages from the e-text, including Assignments that can be turned 

in to the instructor for grading 

 

The text has several important features that were designed to promote learning of the material: 

 

Learning Objectives Learning objectives are presented at the beginning of each chapter to alert 

students to the material they will be mastering.  

 

Chapter Summaries Chapter Summaries are presented prior to the Review Exercises at the end 

of each chapter. These summaries help students tie each chapter’s material 

to the Learning Objectives presented at the beginning of each chapter. 

Chapter Summaries are presented in a bulleted format for ease of 

comprehension.  

 

Chapter Exercises Embedded in the text, these exercises help students receive immediate 

feedback relating to a newly presented concept; answers to all chapter 

exercises are located in the back of the text. 

 

Study Questions Study Questions are located at the end of each chapter. These  

   thought-provoking questions were designed to help students integrate the 

presented material. 

 

Review Exercises    These are found at the end of chapters 2-9. They were created to help 

students review and practice the concepts presented in each chapter. The 

answers to all of these exercises can be found in the back of the text. 

 

Assignments    These exercises, found at the end of most chapters, were created to 

assess student progress. Recordings of Assignment exercises are found 

on the audio tracks in the Enhanced eText. Answers to Assignments are 

found only in this Instructor’s Resource Manual. 
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Audio Speaker Icons The Audio Speaker Icons (located in the left text margin) indicate to the 

student the existence of a recorded version of the exercise in the Enhanced 

eText. Students simply select the icon to access the audio file. 

 

Glossary  The Glossary lists all bold-faced terms from each chapter. 

 

Online Resources Helpful Online Resources are listed at the end of each chapter to  

   supplement material presented in the text. 

 

Test Bank The questions in the Test Bank are keyed to the student learning objectives 

listed in each chapter. The questions provided are multiple choice and 

true/false questions based on the concepts presented in the text. There is 

no attempt here to provide additional transcription exercises.  

 

NOTE: This manual contains three Unicode fonts, Times New Roman, Doulos SIL, and Charis SIL 

(The Doulos and Charis fonts are available gratis from SIL International).  In order to view all the 

IPA symbols and diacritics in this manual, you must have a Unicode font installed on your 

computer.



 

1 

 Copyright © 2020 Pearson Education, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Chapter 1 Phonetics: A "Sound Science" 
 

Key Terms: 

 

dialect    

International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) 

phonetics 

phonology 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 

After reading this chapter, you will be able to: 

 

1.1 Explain the importance of the study of phonetics and the International Phonetic Alphabet 

(IPA). 

  TEST BANK QUESTIONS: 1-5, 8 

1.2 State reasons for variation in phonetic transcription practice. 

  TEST BANK QUESTION: 6, 9 

1.3 State the benefits of using a Unicode font for phonetic transcription. 

   TEST BANK QUESTION: 7, 10 

 
 

 

  


